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Sunday 11t January 2026 — the Baptism of the Lord
Readings: Year A

Dear Friends,

This Sunday marks the end of the Christmas season, in liturgical terms, although | suspect most of us
will have taken down our decorations and trees by last Tuesday, the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
which in its own way marks the end of Christmas as the Twelfth Night. It is all quite confusing. In
Russia and other Eastern Orthodox countries Epiphany is the real Christmas and this commemorates
the earliest practice in the Church before December 25™ became popular in the West. Why
December 25" you may well ask? As the Gospel spread westwards across Europe, Holy Mother
Church in her great wisdom took over the pagan Winter solstice observance from 22" December,
the shortest day of the year, and “baptised” it to focus popular culture this time around the Nativity
of the Lord rather than the foul goblins and spooks of the Northern forests! It seems to have
worked.

And to add further confusion, tradition says we keep the Crib up until February 2", Candlemass and
the Presentation of the Lord (or as it used to be known, The Purification of the Blessed Virgin). So,
through the gloom and misery of January/February we are reminded of that momentous event: the
Word made flesh.

Today is the Baptism of the Lord. The immediate question is the one St. John the Baptist asks in our
Gospel:

“I need to be baptised by You, and do You come to me?”

Why indeed does the Sinless One, the Son of God, have to be cleansed from sin when he has none?
The same question can be asked about the Crucifixion. Why does He who is without blemish have to
be sacrificed?

Because at both baptism in water and baptism in blood the Lord Jesus is the obedient Son of the
Father, taking our sins upon His shoulders, “fulfilling all righteousness” as St. Matthew says in our
Gospel. The path to the Jordan is the same as the Via Dolorosa, the Way of the Cross up to Calvary. It
is Jesus Christ, Son of God, offering Himself for the sins of the world. That means you and me. For
our wilfulness, self-centredness, pride, spite, jealousy—and on a bigger scale for the diseases of war,
tyranny, exploitation and all the evil that human beings continually inflict upon each other.
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“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”

As we come into His presence at Mass, let us try to remember and give thanks in our hearts for His
suffering and offering up of Himself in Love, for our salvation.

“O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine
All praise and all thanksgiving, be every moment Thine.”

God bless everyone, Fr. Clive

Parish Notices

Masses/Rosary this week as usual: Monday, Tuesday (School Mass), Thursday 9:15am Mass. Friday
Holy Rosary for Peace 9:15am.

Funeral arrangements at the Oxford Oratory for Monsignor Vaughan Morgan, one time parish
priest of St Teresa's, former senior Roman Catholic Chaplain in the Royal Navy, and Chaplain to
Oratory school:

Thursday 15% January: Vespers of the Dead

Friday 16" January: Requiem 11.30am

Looking ahead:

Sunday 25 January, christening of Arthur George Henry Soper.

Monday 26" January 11:30am, Requiem Mass for Joanna Callaghan, former Charlbury parishioner at
St. Teresa’s.

First Communion classes have begun. A reminder: First Communion is on 7% June! It looks like we
will have another “bumper” year. My thanks to Mary and Nareen our Catechists. Reception class
begins Tuesday 20" January. All who want Confirmation for their children please e-mail Fr. Clive so
to set up classes.

Fr. Clive is looking for more altar servers to support our hard-working team. Don't be shy!

Hosting Fr. Tony: a new list can be found at the back of the church! Please put your names down if
you would be interested.

In January, let us pray with Pope Leo that praying with the word of God be nourishment for our
lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary
Church.

Please continue to pray for our sick, housebound and frail parishioners of both our Parishes.
In addition to your own daily prayers please remember: All those who mourn the loss of loved
ones. The repose of the souls of those who have died, especially Joanna Callaghan and Msgr.
Vaughan Morgan. People whose anniversaries occur at this time. The people of the Middle East,
Ukraine, and Sudan.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and
Archdiocese policies and procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Tammy
Lawson. Alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.



